
AIA Materials Pledge 
Action Guide:
Getting Started



This guide was created to elevate the adoption of 
the AIA Materials Pledge and commitment to annual 
reporting. Guidance is focused on practical actions to 
take at the Individual, Team, and Firm levels. Together, 
through smart material choices and specifications, 
we can accelerate the transition towards holistically 
responsible materials for everyone.
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AIA MATERIALS 
PLEDGE
A set of aspirational 
statements structured in 
five impact categories 
that together define all 
key aspects of holistically 
responsible building materials.

COMMON MATERIALS 
FRAMEWORK (CMF)
An industry-developed 
standard, managed by mindful 
MATERIALS, that provides 
a common foundation for 
impact-driven decisions.

IMPACT 
CATEGORY

Holistically Responsible Materials: Building products which support a fully sustainable 
and regenerative building product supply chain system across five impact categories.

HUMAN HEALTH
Focuses on preferring products that support 
and foster life throughout their life cycles 
and seek to eliminate the use of hazardous 
substances.

CLIMATE HEALTH
Focuses on preferring building products 
which reduce carbon emissions and 
ultimately sequester more carbon than 
emitted.

ECOSYSTEM HEALTH
Focuses on preferring building products 
which support and regenerate the natural air, 
water, and biological cycles of life through 
thoughtful supply chain management and 
restorative company practices.

SOCIAL HEALTH + EQUITY
Focuses on preferring building products 
from manufacturers that secure human 
rights in their own operations and supply 
chains, positively impacting their workers 
and the communities where they operate.

CIRCULAR ECONOMY
Focuses on reusing and improving buildings 
and by designing for resiliency, adaptability, 
disassembly, and reuse, aspiring to a zero-
waste goal for global construction activities.
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Materials Growth Charts

The impact category definitions are adapted directly from Materials Pledge statements located here:  
https://www.aia.org/design-excellence/climate-action/zero-carbon/materials-pledge

https://www.aia.org/design-excellence/climate-action/zero-carbon/materials-pledge
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AIA Materials Pledge | 
mindful MATERIALS Timeline

The Architect and Designer’s Materials Pledge is a set of aspirational statements in five impact 
categories that together define holistically responsible building materials.
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1
Self Educate

B.
Discover the 
Common Materials 
Framework (CMF) 
aligning material 
data around five 
impact areas 

A.
Start with the 
Basics: AIA 
Materials Pledge

C.
Expand your knowledge 
through the following 
resources: 
•	All for Reuse

•	Carbon Leadership Forum

•	Design for Freedom  

•	Habitable Future

•	Harvard Healthy Buildings Research 

•	Living Future

•	USGBC LEEDv5

•	WELL Building Standard

Individual Growth
For Professional Development:
From Education to Advocacy

career growth

Materials Growth Chart

2
Explore 
Opportunities

A.
Begin with one 
impact area, from the 
AIA Materials Pledge, 
and apply towards 
product selections

B.
Research client goal 
alignment with the 
AIA Materials Pledge 
and the Common 
Materials Framework

C.
Ask questions, 
challenge 
assumptions, and 
discuss within 
your organization

A.
Join an advocacy group to 
broaden your knowledge 
and impact.  Examples:  
Mindful Materials Member, 
Common Materials 
Framework Online 
Community, or local 
organization

B.
Knowledge-share 
and advocate with 
peers, clients, 
manufacturers, and 
contractors

C.
Organize an internal 
working group to 
create momentum

3
Advocate

Explore the Building Materials Resources Overview

https://www.mindfulmaterials.com/cmf-reference-guide
https://www.mindfulmaterials.com/cmf-reference-guide
https://www.aia.org/design-excellence/climate-action/zero-carbon/materials-pledge
https://www.aia.org/design-excellence/climate-action/zero-carbon/materials-pledge
https://www.allforreuse.org/
https://carbonleadershipforum.org/
https://www.designforfreedom.org/
https://informed.habitablefuture.org/product-guidance
http://Harvard Healthy Buildings Research 
https://living-future.org/
https://www.usgbc.org/leed/v5
https://www.wellcertified.com/
https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVLLveieo=/?moveToWidget=3458764635043285634&cot=14


6 7

winning better projectsTeam Growth
for Better Projects: 
From Goal Setting to Measurement

C.
Build a project roadmap 
focused around to 
define and track 
goals, measurements, 
timelines, and progress. 
communicate with 
project team

B.
Discover alignment with 
AIA Materials Pledge, 
Common Materials 
Framework (CMF), project 
goals, and firm goals

A. 
Identify client 
and project 
material goals

1
Define Project 
Material Goals 

Materials Growth Chart

2
Research and 
Technical 
Documents

A.
Integrate and allocate 
champions and time 
in project workplan 
during design

B.
Clearly provide 
product performance 
requirements 
in Construction 
Documents

C.
Include transparency 
documentation 
requirements as 
part of the project 
submittal procedures 
and communicate to 
contractor C.

Communicate success 
and lessons learned 
firmwide to build 
upon for the future

3
Measurement

A.
Track goals 
through 
construction

B.
Complete AIA 
Materials Pledge 
project reporting

Explore the Building Materials Resources Overview

https://www.aia.org/design-excellence/climate-action/zero-carbon/materials-pledge
https://www.mindfulmaterials.com/cmf-reference-guide
https://www.mindfulmaterials.com/cmf-reference-guide
https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVLLveieo=/?moveToWidget=3458764635043285634&cot=14
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A.
Sign the AIA 
Materials Pledge 
and commit to 
annual reporting

B.
Align and 
prioritize firm 
goals to the 
Pledge

C.
Articulate Pledge 
commitment in 
firmwide sustainability 
action plan, including 
resources and staff

leadershipFirm Growth
for Industry Leadership: 
From Small Steps to Scaling Impacts

2
Create 
Standards 
and 
Resources 

A. 
Formalize and 
publish standards 
(including library 
standards)

B. 
Develop internal 
education 
resources

C.
Integrate into 
construction 
document and Quality 
Assurance standards

1
AIA Materials 
Pledge 
Commitment 

Materials Growth Chart

C.
Become a member 
and financially support 
one of the following 
advocacy groups.
•	Building Transparency

•	Carbon Leadership Forum

•	HPD Collaborative

•	Mindful Materials Forum

A.
Publicly advocate 
through website, 
marketing, speaking, 
and conferences

B.
Advocate to and 
with the built 
industry at large

3
Support the 
Movement

Explore the Building Materials Resources Overview

https://www.aia.org/design-excellence/climate-action/zero-carbon/materials-pledge
https://www.aia.org/design-excellence/climate-action/zero-carbon/materials-pledge
https://www.buildingtransparency.org/
https://carbonleadershipforum.org/
https://www.hpd-collaborative.org/
https://www.mindfulmaterials.com/the-forums
https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVLLveieo=/?moveToWidget=3458764635043285634&cot=14
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AIA Materials Pledge Reporting Basics

AIA Materials Pledge Reporting: An annual AIA reporting system, comprising questions 
at the firm, project, and product type levels, which can help design firms establish 
metrics and measure their progress on holistically responsible materials in their practice 
and projects. The Materials Pledge reporting period opens on February 1st and closes on 
May 31st of each year. 

Firm Level Reporting: Firm-wide questions 
are the only part of Pledge reporting 
which is currently required for each year 
of reporting. Questions include general 
information about each signatory firm, 
firm materials commitments, resources, 
knowledge, and implementation of 
holistically responsible materials. These 
questions align with the five steps to 
implement change that are outlined in the 
A&D Materials Pledge Starter Guide.  

Project Level Reporting: Project questions 
to be answered for each project that a firm 
opts to report on. Questions include basic 
information about the project, certifications 
or other reporting structures that are being 
pursued, and material strategy questions 
that apply across the project, such as 
whole-building life cycle assessment (LCA) 
modeling or construction waste diversion. 

Product Level Reporting: Product type 
questions that a firm can opt to report 
on. When projects are reported, firms can 
decide which product type(s) they will 
report for each project. At least one product 
type should be reported for each project.  

The reporting definitions are adapted directly from the A&D Materials Pledge Starter Guide located here: 
https://www.aia.org/sites/default/files/2025-02/AIA_Materials%20pledge%20guide_Jan25.pdf

Thank you for exploring this resource. 
We hope it has brought clarity to the 
AIA Materials Pledge and inspired 
action. Together, through thoughtful 
material choices and specifications, we 
can accelerate the transition toward 
holistically responsible materials for all.

Product Type: Product types are groupings 
of similar products, all within the same or 
closely related CSI specification section.  

Transparency: Public disclosure of 
information on a product. 

Optimization: Products that demonstrate 
improved impact, such as transparencye 
disclosures that show elimination of certain 
chemicals of concern and /or low carbon 
products.  

Reporting Year: Reportable projects 
reported should have completed design 
and issued construction documents in the 
previous calendar year. 

Common Materials Framework (CMF): 
The Common Materials Framework (CMF), 
developed by mindful MATERIALS (mM), 
maps the current product certification and 
disclosure landscape to the five impact 
categories of the Materials Pledge. The 
CMF forms the foundation for Pledge 
reporting at the product level.

https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVLLveieo=/?moveToWidget=3458764636825652549&cot=14
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The Large Firm Roundtable (LFRT) 
advances the architectural profession 
through the interaction of large 
firms. Broadly stated, this includes 
sharing best practices, advancing, and 
advocating on important significant 
issues. The LFRT is led by the Chief 
Executive Officers with Committees 
addressing core professional practice 
functions. The LFRT Sustainability 
Committee brings together senior 
sustainability professionals to address 
timely, topical concerns of sustainable 
building design and professional 
practice. Advocacy, tool development, 
and knowledge sharing are some of 
the core functions of this Committee.




